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ABOUT THE LAW ENFORCEMENT AND CORRECTIONS

STANDARDS AND TESTING PROGRAM

The Standards and Testing Program is sponsored by the Office of Science and Technology of 

the National Institute of Justice (NIJ), Office of Justice Programs, U.S. Department of Justice. 

The program responds to the mandate of the Homeland Security Act of 2002, which directed the 

Office of Science and Technology to establish and maintain performance standards in 

accordance with the National Technology Transfer and Advancement Act of 1995 (Public Law 

104–113) to test and evaluate law enforcement technologies that may be used by Federal, State, 

and local law enforcement agencies. The Homeland Security Act of 2002 also directed the Office 

of Science and Technology to establish and maintain a program to certify, validate, and mark or 

otherwise recognize law enforcement technology products that conform to the standards 

mentioned above. 

The Standards and Testing Program is a basic and applied research effort that determines the 

technological needs of justice system agencies, sets minimum performance standards for specific 

devices, tests commercially available equipment against those standards, and disseminates the 

standards and the test results to criminal justice agencies nationally and internationally. 

The Office of Law Enforcement Standards (OLES) at the National Institute of Standards and 

Technology develops voluntary national performance standards for compliance testing to ensure 

that individual items of equipment are suitable for use by criminal justice agencies. The 

standards are based upon laboratory testing and evaluation of representative samples of each 

item of equipment to determine the key attributes, develop test methods, and establish minimum 

performance requirements for each essential attribute. In addition to the technical standards, 

OLES also produces technical reports and user guidelines that explain in nontechnical terms the 

capabilities of available equipment. 

The National Law Enforcement and Corrections Technology Center (NLECTC), operated by 

a grantee, coordinates a national compliance testing program conducted by independent 

laboratories. The standards developed by OLES serve as performance benchmarks against which 

commercial equipment is measured.  

Publications are available at no charge through NLECTC. Some documents are also available 

online at https://www.justnet.org/justnet.html. To request a document or additional information, 

call 800–248–2742 or 301–519–5060, or write: 

National Law Enforcement and Corrections Technology Center 

2277 Research Boulevard, Mailstop 8J 

 Rockville, MD 20850

 E-mail: asknlectc@nlectc.org

World Wide Web address: http://www.justnet.org

The National Institute of Justice is a component of the Office of Justice Programs, which also 

includes the Bureau of Justice Assistance, the Bureau of Justice Statistics, the Community Capacity 

Development Office, the Office for Victims of Crime; the Office of Juvenile Justice and 

Delinquency Prevention, and the Office of Sex Offender Sentencing, Monitoring, Apprehending, 

Registering, and Tracking (SMART). 

i


